
Introduction

Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda have had a history of
cooperation that dates back to the early 20th century. The
Customs Union between Kenya and Uganda was formed in
1917, and Tanzania joined in 1927. Burundi and Rwanda
joined in 2009, and South Sudan joined in 2016.  The EAC
has had 3 names since its conception; the East African High
Commission from 1948 to 1961, East African Common
Services Organization from 1961 to 1967, and then from
1967 to 1977 the East African Community. In 1967 the East
African Common Services Organization was superseded by
the East African Community, which aimed to strengthen the
ties between the members through a common market, a
common customs tariff, and a range of public serves to help
achieve economic growth in the region. In 1977, the East
African Community collapsed due to Kenya requesting more
seats in the decision-making organs, disagreements
between member countries, and the different economic
systems between countries, primarily between Tanzania
and Kenya. The East African Community was re-established
when its treaty was signed on November 30, 1999, and
came into force on July 7, 2000.

Number of member
countries:

7

Region(s): Africa
Headquarters: Arusha, Tanzania
Composition: Plurilateral

Coverage: Goods & Services
Signed: November 30, 1999

Entry into force: July 7, 2000
Web Site: http://www.eac.int

Member Countries

Burundi South Sudan
Democratic Republic of the
Congo

Tanzania

Kenya Uganda
Rwanda

History

1917 - Customs union between Kenya and Uganda is formed.

1927 - Tanzania joins the Customs Union.

1948 - EAC is named the East African High Commission.

1961 - The name changes to East African Common Services
Organization.

1967 - The East African Common Services Organization is
superseded by the East African Community.

1977 - The East African Community collapses due disagreements
between member countries.

November 30, 1999 - The East African Community is
reestablished when its treaty was signed.

July 7, 2000 - New treaty comes into force.

2009 - Burundi and Rwanda join the EAC.

2016 - South Sudan becomes the sixth member of the East African
Community.
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