International Journal of Transitions and Innovation Systems
Call for Papers for Special Issue on: “Innovation in Latin America”

Guest Editors
Prof. Jerry Haar, Florida International University, USA
Prof. Robert E. Grosse, Thunderbird School of Global Management, USA
The aim of this special issue is to attract research that addresses and discusses the emergence,
status and outlook for innovation in Latin America embodied in its many aspects and dimensions.
The transformational (and disruptive) prowess of globalisation continues to impact nearly every
nation on the globe. Industrialised and developing countries in every region are experiencing its
effects economically, socially, and politically. While both the public and private sectors have,
indeed, allocated greater resources to boost growth (and profitability), in manufacturing, services,
and natural resources, sustaining competitive levels of performance is more and more difficult.
The recognised solution for countries, industries, and firms is to innovate.
Innovation is impacting every region and functional dimension of the global economy. It is an
essential driver of economic productivity, social progress, and ultimately human achievement.
Innovation is inextricably tied to success and profit, whether the enterprise is a technological giant
like Microsoft or Siemens; a natural resources firm like CVRD or BHP Billiton; a conglomerate like
Samsung or GE; or a small or medium-sized global enterprise.
With reference to Latin America, it is the second most entrepreneurial region in the world,
according to the World Bank. Its Internet and mobile density are higher than the world average,
and the accelerated pace of start-ups - both tech and non-tech based - has been occurring
irrespective of economic and political ups and downs in the region. Last year, start-ups in Latin
American ballooned to 1,333 and accelerators to 62, with investment approaching $32 million.
Within this context the ecosystem of innovation in Latin America is built upon the interrelationship
between three drivers: national policy (although subnational policies are important, as well),
facilitating institutions (e.g. science parks, R&D labs, accelerators, incubators), and firm-level
innovation. Each continues to shape the competitiveness of countries and regions in the
hemisphere, as well.

There is a real challenge to innovation in Latin America in that the level of R&D activity is far below
that in the Triad countries (US, Japan, and EU), as well as far below that in Eastern Europe and
developing Asia. It would be useful to see some discussion of how Latin American companies
and governments can stimulate more R&D – as well as pursuing even greater innovation in
business models and practices, as evidenced by the high level of entrepreneurship noted above.

Subject Coverage
Topics include, but are not limited to, the following:
•
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•
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•
•

Innovation in the structure, organisation and management of the firm
Product, process, service and business model innovation
Macro-level economic and regulatory policies that impact innovativeness
New thinking on innovation in the services sector
Innovation in HR policies and practices
Open Innovation
Innovation in export-oriented small and medium size firms
How do we measure innovation?

Notes for Prospective Authors
Submitted papers should not have been previously published nor be currently under consideration
for publication elsewhere. (N.B. Conference papers may only be submitted if the paper has been
completely re-written and if appropriate written permissions have been obtained from any
copyright holders of the original paper).
All papers are refereed through a peer review process.
All papers must be submitted online. Please read our Submitting articles page.
If you have any queries concerning this special issue, please email the Guest Editors Prof. Jerry
Haar at haarj@fiu.edu and Prof. Robert E. Grosse at grosser@global.t-bird.edu .
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